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20. — A Commentary, Critical, Expository, and Practical, on the Gos- 
pel of Luke, for the Use of Ministers, Theological Students, Private 
Christians, Bible Classes, and Sabbath Schools. By John J. Owen, 
D. D. New York: Leavitt and Allen. 1859. 12mo. pp.400. 

On the appearance of Dr. Owen's previous volume, we expressed 
our high appreciation of his learning, skill, and impartiality as a critic. 
That estimate is fully sustained by the Commentary on Luke. We 
are particularly pleased with the adaptation of the work equally to the 
use of the Biblical scholar and the needs of the merely English reader. 
No important critical question is ignored or slighted ; and yet there is 
not a sentence beyond the comprehension of an intelligent and thought- 
ful child. Equally admirable is the union of the critical and practical 
purposes, which a popular commentary should subserve at the same 
time. There is no formal array of inferences, no admixture of the ser- 
mon element ; but the whole exposition is so interpenetrated and vital- 
ized by the spirit of the sacred record, that the reader is never suffered 
to forget that he is on ground for unshod feet. The volume contains 
some interpretations from which we might express our dissent, but 
none which seem to us untenable from the author's point of view, or 
unsupported by grounds which he was at full liberty, as a critic and a 
theologian, to maintain. 



21. — Compendium of the Impending Crisis of the South. By Hin- 
ton Rowan Helper, of North Carolina. New York : A. B. Bur- 
dick. 1859. 12mo. pp. 214. 

We took up this volume with very great interest, on learning that 
the author was a native of the South, and a slaveholder's son ; for we 
felt that he, from his peculiar position, might obtain a candid hearing in 
behalf of human freedom from those who would be deaf to a Northern 
voice. But we confess ourselves disappointed. The book is self-neu- 
tralizing. It embodies strong arguments against slavery with precisely 
the kind of rhetoric which will render them unavailing where they are 
needed. The economical bearing and results of slave labor, as com- 
pared with free labor, are here exhibited with an amplitude and pre- 
cision which we have not seen approached elsewhere. In addition to a 
very able and thorough verbal statement of the whole case at issue, we 
have a series of tables, in which the numerical statistics of the free 
and the slave States — bushels, pounds, and dollars — are collated 
from confessedly authentic, and for the most part official, sources of 
information. On such a subject, arguments based on figures rightfully 
hold a second place only to those urged on moral and religious grounds, 
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while practically, we fear, they are paramount to higher considerations. 
Had Mr. Helper confined himself to these statistical comparisons, his 
book would have been impregnable in its reasonings, and could hardly 
have failed of exerting a powerful influence on his own side of the 
great question. But the effect of his statements is vitiated by the fre- 
quent use of terms of opprobrium and contempt for his opponents, and 
by the suggestion of modes of action impossible in the very nature of 
things, and, in our view, unjustifiable were they possible. He appeals 
to the non-slaveholding majority of the white population of the South, 
and urges upon them a distinct organization, whose watchwords shall be 
non-intercourse and proscription as to all the supporters of slavery. 
This plan would be impracticable, inasmuch as the major part of those 
to whom the appeal is addressed are directly dependent on slaveholders, 
and would be driven to starvation were they to assume this hostile atti- 
tude. But were such a proceeding practicable, we have grave objec- 
tions to it, as involving a disruption of social ties and obligations among 
neighbors and fellow-citizens, and creating a condition of things which 
would be attended with all the rancor and malignity of civil war. If 
slavery is ever to be abolished, (and we doubt not it will be,) it must 
be first modified, and then abrogated, by the action of those immediately 
connected with the institution ; and they can be moved in this direction 
only by their conviction of the impolicy or the wrongfulness of their pres- 
ent position. Whatever can tend to produce such conviction we cordially 
welcome. Emancipation, as fast and as soon as it can be thus effected, 
will be an unspeakable blessing to our country and our race. Emanci- 
pation forced (were it possible, which it is not) upon an unconvinced 
and recalcitrant body of slaveholders, would leave the enslaved to all 
the disabilities and wrongs of serfdom, without the protection now 
largely extended to them by the sentiments of humanity and the con- 
siderations of interest involved in the relation of ownership. 



22. — C. Julius CLesar's Commentaries on the Gallic War: Elucidated 
by English Notes, Critical and Explanatory, and Illustrated by Maps, 
Plans of the Battles, Views, and a Lexicon of all the Words con- 
tained in the Text. By N. C. Brooks, A. M., President of the Bal- 
timore Female College. New York: A. S. Barnes and Burr. 1859. 
12mo. pp. 351. 

On opening this volume, we were at first inclined to look no farther 
than the Dedication, which runs as follows : " To Lieut-General Win- 
field Scott, of the United States Army, the greatest commander of 
modern times, these Commentaries of the greatest general of antiquity 



